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Abstract not available for DE69904327T 
Abstract of corresponding document: US6460186 
The present invention relates to a sports garment 
making it possible to urinate without having to 
undress and ensure that it is comfortable for a 
sportsman, and in particular for a cyclist. The 
sports garment (10), particularly for a cyclist, 
comprises a front part (2) and a back part (3), 
and is characterized in that the front part (2) 
presents an horizontal opening for said cyclist to 
take out his penis so as to facilitate the cyclist's 
micturition. The opening is delimited by an 
external flap (1 1 a) and an internal flap (1 1 b) 
provided on the front part (2) and which overlap 
so that the opening remains closed without the 
help of any fastening mechanism. 
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Sportswear, in particular, for a cyclist 

Description of corresponding document: US6460186 



[0002] The present invention relates to a sports garment, in particular for a cyclist, comprising a back part 
and a front part, said front part presenting an opening located substantially level with the pubis to allow the 
cyclist to take out his penis. 
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0003] Such a sports garment can be a cycling-suit with either long or short legs or what cyclists call 
cycling shorts or "boxer" shorts. At present, these garments do not have an opening allowing the 
sportsman to urinate. Therefore, the sportsman has to undress. This is particularly a nuisance for the 
sportsman, as he has to wriggle and writhe to remove his garment and therefore he wastes time. 
Furthermore, as the sportsman is undressed, he might catch cold. 

[0004] There are known garments in other clothing fields, which have a fly, fastened by buttons, press- 
studs or a zipper. Such garments are notably described in publications U.S. Pat. No. 2,352 128, DE-A- 
2308 589 or FR-A-2 738 997. Publication WO-A-95/02340, also deals with bodysuit style garments, 
provided with a lower part which is detachable and fixed to the upper part of the garment by means of 
press-studs or a Velcro(R) strip. 

[0005] For reasons of decency and practically, these zips or the lower detachable part absolutely have to 
have fastening means. 

[0006] However, these fastening means are a particular nuuisance for a garment designed for use by 
cyclists. Indeed, fastening means like these, particularly press-studs, represent a great risk of injury when 
the cyclist is sitting on his bike. 

[0007] Finally, the bodysuit type fastening systems, such as described in the international publication WO- 
A-95/02340, can not be used for cyclist's garments as it would not then be possible to keep the chamois 
leather in place, which must be present on this type of garment for the cyclist's comfort. Furthermore, this 
fastening system would not be very practical to use on a bike. 
SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0008] The present invention aims to overcome these drawbacks by proposing a sports garment making it 
possible to urinate without having to undress and whilst remaining comfortable for a sportsman, 
particularly for a cyclist sitting on his bike. 

[0009] With this aim in mind, the invention relates to a garment of the type mentioned in the preamble, 
characterized in that the opening is horizontal and in that the front part comprises an external flap and an 
internal flap which overlap to delimit said opening so that said opening remains closed without the help of 
any fastening means whatsoever. 

[0010] The external and internal flaps can be provided substantially over the whole width of the front part 
and be pinched in lateral seams between the front and back parts. 

[001 1] Advantageously, the external and internal flaps are fitted to the front part by seams, which follow a 
rounded line. 

[0012] The external and lower flaps can comprise holding stiches, which can be advantageously oblique. 
[0013] The present invention and its advantages shall be more fully disclosed in the following description 
of an example of embodiment, with reference to the attached drawings, in which: 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0014] FIG. 1 represents a front view of a sports garment according to the present invention, and 
[0015] FIG. 2 represents a transversal cutaway view of FIG. 1 . 

[0016] In accordance with the present invention, the front part 2 of the cycling shorts 10 is divided above 
the chamois leather 6 and substantially level with the pubis, into two parts, one upper part 2c and one 
lower part 2d, the upper part 2c ending with an external flap 1 1 a and the lower part 2d starting with an 
internal flap 11b. The external flap 11a and internal flap 11b overlap and delimit a horizontal opening 7 
through which the cyclist can take out his penis. 

[001 7] The external flap 1 1 a and internal flap 1 1 b extend over the whole width of the front part 2 and their 
lateral edges are pinched in the lateral seams 12 which make it possible to fit the front part 2 to the lateral 
strips 4. 

[0018] The external flap 11a and internal flap 11b are also held together by two oblique holding stitches 14 
in order to respect the elasticity of the fabric used. These holding stitches 14 also form a flared passage 
making it easy for the cyclist to insert his penis. 
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[0019] Two holding stitches 15 are also provided and arranged obliquely in the opposite direction to the 
stitches 1 4. These stitches 1 5 are provided to prevent the wind from rushing into the cycling shorts. 
[0020] The sports garment described above offers the sportsman the advantage of being able urinate 
during his sports activity without having to undress. Indeed, with an conventional pair of cycling shorts for 
example, the braces have to be removed to lower the top of the garment enough to be able to urinate. 
With the garment according to the invention, the sportsman simply has to partly open the opening 7 and 
place his penis in this opening 7 to be able to urinate. 

[0021] Furthermore, the opening 7 according to the invention presents the advantage of not opening 
unintentionally, due to the overlapping flaps 11a, 11b and does not require any fastening means. There is 
therefore no risk of injuring the cyclist as the external flap 1 1 a and internal flap 1 1 b do not bother the 
cyclist or cause him any discomfort when he is sitting on his bike. 

[0022] The above description clearly shows that the invention achieves all the advantages being sought. 
DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

[0023] The present invention is not limited to the example of embodiment described and can be extended 
to any modification and alternative which is obvious for an expert. The invention can in particular also be 
applied to other types of sports garments than the cycling shorts shown, and particularly to "boxer" shorts, 
i.e. cycling shorts with long legs, or suits with short or long legs. 
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Sportswear, in particular, for a cyclist 

Claims of corresponding document: US6460186 



What is claimed is: 

[0024] 1 . A sports garment (10), comprising:a front portion (2) connected by a pair of braces extending 
over the shoulders of a wearer to a back portion (3); a passage formed in the front portion (2) of the sports 
garment substantially adjacent the pubis of the wearer, the passage delineated by a curved upper seam 
and a curved lower seam extending substantially horizontally across an entire width of the front portion; an 
external flap (11a) extending from the lower seam partially overlaps an internal flap (11b) extending from 
the curved upper seam, the internal and external flaps being joined to one another by at least a first and a 
second spaced apart holding seams extending obliquely between the curved upper seam and curved 
lower seam to maintain the passage in a closed position without the help of any fastening means, until 
manipulated by the wearer into an open position for purposes of micturition; and wherein the curved upper 
seam and the curved lower seam are concavely stitched relative to one another across a width of the front 
part to ensure that the substantially horizontally extending opening (7), remains closed without the help of 
any fastening means. 

[0025] 2. A sports garment (10), comprising;a front part (2) and a back part (3), the front part (2) having an 
external flap (11a) partially overlapping an internal flap (11b), and delimiting a substantially horizontally 
extending opening (7) located substantially proximate with the pubis of the wearer; a first curved seam 13a 
attaches the external flap (11a) to the front part and extends substantially horizontally between a spaced 
apart first and second side seams; a second curved seam 13b attaches the internal flap (11b) to the front 
part and extends substantially horizontally between the spaced apart first and second side seams; and 
wherein the first and second curved seams are concavely stitched relative to one another across a width 
of the front part to ensure that the substantially horizontally extending opening (7), remains closed without 
the help of any fastening means. 

[0026] 3. The sports garment (10) according to claim 2, wherein the external flap (11a) and internal flap 
(1 1 b) extend substantially over a whole width of the front part (2). 

[0027] 4. The sports garment (10) according to claim 2, wherein said external flap (11a) and internal flap 
(11b) are attached by at least a first and second holding stitches (14, 15). 

[0028] 5. The sports garment (10) according to claim 4, wherein said holding stitches (14, 15) extend at an 
oblique angle between the first and second curved seams. 

[0029] 6. The sports garment (10) according to claim 2, wherein the front part (2) is connected with the 
back part by a pair of braces (5) extending over the shoulders of the wearer. 

[0030] 7. The sports garment (10) according to claim 2, wherein the sports garment is made of spandex. 

[0031] 8. A sports garment (10), comprising a front part (2) and a back part (3), the front part (2) having an 
external flap (11a) partially overlapping an internal flap (1 1 b), and delimiting an opening (7), the opening 
(7) located substantially proximate with the pubis of the wearer, remains closed without the help of any 
fastening means, and the external flap (11a) and internal flap (11b) are fitted to the front part (2) by seams 
(13a, 13b) along a curved line. 

[0032] 9. The sports garment (10) according to claim 8, wherein the external flap (11a) and internal flap 
(11b) extend substantially over a whole width of the front part. 

[0033] 10. The new sports garment (10) according to claim 9, wherein said external flap (11a) and internal 
flap (1 1 b) are held by lateral seams between the front (2) and back (3) parts. 

[0034] 1 1 . The new sports garment (1 0) according to claim 8, wherein said external flap (1 1 a) and internal 
flap (11b) have holding stitches (1 4, 1 5). 
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[0035] 12. The new sports garment (10) according to claim 11, wherein said holding stitches (14, 15) are 
oblique. 

[0036] 13. The sports garment (10) according to claim 8, wherein the front part (2) extend over the 
shoulders of the wearer to the back part (3) forming a plurality of braces (5). 

[0037] 14. The sports garment (10) according to claim 8, wherein the sports garment is made of spandex. 
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